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Addressing Opioid Addiction: End the Fund Sweep from the
Criminal Justice Treatment Account
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legislature began diverting dedicated funding for the

Criminal Justice Treatment Account back to the General Fund. This has resulted in multiple millions of
dollars denied for the original legislative purpose — diverting people with an underlying substance use
disorder from the criminal justice system.
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support services.

And with the success of drug courts, other “problem solving” courts (veteran’s, mental health, homeless,
family) have sprung up. These courts use a similar approach to solving underlying problems, but they
may not produce similar cost:benefit ratios. As such, the legislature should also explore other funding
mechanisms to support other problem solving courts.
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The Washington State Association of Drug Court Professionals is committed and dedicated to furthering
the Drug Courts and Therapeutic Specialty Court model in the State of Washington. The WSADCP is
committed to doing this through education and advocacy throughout the state of Washington. Drug
Courts link the courts, criminal justice and tfreatment to improve accountability by treating non-violent
substance abusing offenders making the community a safer place to live.




