
ARTICLES OF ASSOCIATION 
OF THE

WASHINGTON STATE ASSOCIATION OF COUNTY 
AND REGIONAL PLANNING DIRECTORS

(An affiliate of Washington State Association of Counties)

ARTICLE I - NAME

The name of this organization shall be the Washington State Association of County and 
Regional Planning Directors hereinafter referred to as the "Association."

ARTICLE II - PURPOSE

The purposes of this Association are to:
1. Improve the practice of planning and foster the application of sound planning 

concepts throughout all County government and regional agencies;
2. Develop liaison with other organizations on matters of mutual concern;
3. Encourage the exchange of planning information and experience; and
4. Develop and present recommendations to the Washington State Association of 

Counties on legislative matters.

ARTICLE III - MEMBERSHIP

A. Membership Categories

The membership of the Association shall consist of two (2) categories as follows:

1. Member

A duly appointed planning director/manager of a county or a regional planning 
agency which includes a county, in the State of Washington. Members shall have 
the right to participate in and vote on all matters of Association business subject 
to Section B of this Article. However, each county/regional agency shall have 
one vote regardless of the number of members from that jurisdiction.

2. Affiliate Member

A professional planner engaged by a federal or state agency or professional 
organization whose duties involve continuous contact with county or regional 
planning offices. Affiliate members shall only have the right to attend meetings 
and participate in discussion subject to Section B of this Article. Affiliate 
members shall not be entitled to vote in the Association elections or on 
Association matters. Affiliate membership and participation shall be subject to 
determination by the Executive Committee.
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B. Dues

Dues for members and affiliate members shall be established by the Executive 
Committee in conjunction with the preparation and adoption of an annual budget. 
All members and affiliate members shall be current in dues in order to vote and 
participate in Association activities. Dues collected shall be expended as the 
Executive Committee and the membership determine in keeping with the purpose 
of the Association and in accord with the budget.

ARTICLE IV-OFFICERS

A. Officers and Terms

The officers of the Association shall consist of the President, Incoming President, 
two Vice Presidents, (one from the east side of the Cascade Mountains and one 
from the west side of the Cascade Mountains) who shall be elected to two-year 
terms by the membership, and a Secretary/Treasurer, who shall be appointed by 
the President. The office of the President should rotate from the east and west sides 
of the Cascade Mountains. The Incoming President should be from the opposite 
side of the Cascade Mountains as the President and succeed to the Presidency at 
the end of the President’s term. Adjustments to term lengths may be necessary to 
maintain consistent executive membership participation.

B. President

The President shall preside at all meetings of the Association and the Executive 
Committee, create, appoint and discharge all special committees, prepare an 
annual budget for approval by the Executive Committee, notify members, affiliate 
members, and Executive Committee members of meetings, represent the 
Association at meetings with other organizations, serve as the representative of 
this Association on the Executive and Legislative Steering committees of WSAC, 
and perform other duties prescribed by these Articles customary to the office.

C. Incoming President

The Incoming President shall assist the President in Association business and 
represent the President in his/her capacity in his/her absence. The Incoming 
President should be elected from the opposite side of the state as the current 
President.

D. Vice Presidents

Vice Presidents shall serve as nominal presidents of the east and west side of the 
Cascade Mountains. Vice Presidents shall be responsible for assisting the 
President in conducting and promoting the affairs of the Association.
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E. Secretary/Treasurer

1. The Secretary/Treasurer shall perform the following duties of Secretary:

a) Prepare and report brief minutes of Annual, Executive Committee and 
other meetings;

b) Submit to the President proposed amendments to these Articles as 
may be required by Article VIII; and

c) Perform other duties required by these Articles or customary to the 
office.

2. The Secretary/Treasurer shall perform the following duties of Treasurer:

a) Receive and disburse Association funds, including dues;
b) Assist the President in preparing an annual budget for review by the 

Executive Committee;
c) Maintain accounts which shall be open to inspection by the Executive 

Committee;
d) Transmit invoices for dues and other charges;
e) Prepare for each Annual Meeting of the membership and of the 

Executive Committee a financial report which may be oral to include a 
current balance and an income/expense statement reflecting 
Association operations since the most previous report;

f) Perform other duties required by these Articles or customary to the 
office;

g) Report/file with the IRS for 990 annually; and
h) Report/file with the Washington State Secretary of State.

ARTICLE V - EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

A. Composition

The Executive Committee shall consist of the officers of the Association and the 
immediate past President. In the event of a vacancy, the Executive Committee shall 
appoint a replacement to serve the unexpired term of the predecessor in that office. 
Such a replacement should maintain the representation of the east and west sides 
of the Cascade Mountains.

B. Duties

The Executive Committee shall:

1. Manage the affairs of the Association;
2. Adopt a budget for the Association, amendments to the adopted budget and 

a schedule for member and affiliate member dues;
3. Report to the membership on all business which it has considered or acted 

upon between annual and general meetings;
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4. Implement actions and policies approved by the Association;
5. Authorize expenditures consistent with the budget;
6. Arrange the program for the Annual Meeting; and
7. Perform other duties required by these Articles or delegated by the members 

of the Association.

C. Meetings and Quorum

Meetings of the Executive Committee shall be called by the President or by a 
majority of the Executive Committee, members. There shall be at least two (2) 
meetings of the Executive Committee in each calendar year. Four (4) members of 
the Executive Committee shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business.

D. Electronic Meetings

The Executive Committee may meet electronically (telephone, Internet, etc.) 
provided a quorum of the Executive Committee participates. The Executive 
Committee may act by recorded vote during such meetings as long as the 
respondents constitute a majority of the quorum.

E. Vacancies

In the event of a vacancy for any reason in the office of President, the Incoming 
President shall succeed to said office. Any vacancy in the office of Incoming 
President or Vice President shall be filled by action of the Executive Committee. 
Appointees to any office shall serve the unexpired term of the predecessor in that 
office.

F. Compensation

Executive Committee members shall serve without compensation.

G. Elections and Voting

The election of officers shall occur in even numbered years and shall be held at 
the Annual Meeting of the Association. The candidate for each office receiving the 
largest number of votes shall be declared elected. Those eligible to vote shall be 
members defined in Article III, Section A.I and B of these Articles.

ARTICLE VI - MEETINGS

A. Annual Meeting

There shall be an Annual Meeting of the membership which shall be held in conjunction 
with the WSAC County Leaders’ Conference. The President shall transmit to the 
membership in a reasonable manner the place, date, time and agenda of the Annual 
Meeting at least twenty (20) days prior to the meeting.
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B. Other Meetings

Other meetings shall normally be held in conjunction with Annual and Legislative 
conferences of the Washington State Association of Counties. Special meetings may 
be called by the President, a majority of the executive Committee or by a petition signed 
by at least twenty-five percent (25%) of the Association members. Notice of other 
meetings shall be given to the membership as in Section A of this Article and shall 
include a statement of the purpose(s) of the meeting.

C. Quorum Requirements

Twenty-five percent (25%) of the voting members defined in Article III, Section A.1 of 
these Articles, including two (2) members of the Executive Committee, shall constitute a 
quorum for the conduct of business and elections at all membership meetings of the 
Association.

D. Presiding Officer

The hierarchy for presiding over meetings of the Association and the Executive 
Committee shall be as follows:
1. President
2. Incoming President
3. Vice President of one of the two sides of the Cascade Mountains
4. Secretary/Treasurer
5. Past President

ARTICLE VII - COMMITTEES

A. Nominating Committee

The President shall appoint, on or before the first day of July of each state biennium, a 
Nominating Committee consisting of, at a minimum the immediate past President, 
Incoming President, and the Vice Presidents. The immediate past President shall serve 
as Chair of the Nominating Committee. It shall be the responsibility of the nominating 
Committee to present a slate of officers at the Annual Meeting that will conduct 
elections.

B. Other Committees

The President shall have the authority to establish other committees as deemed 
appropriate.

ARTICLE VIII - FINANCIAL

A. The members shall approve the depository of Association funds during the 
annual meeting during even-numbered years. Authorized signatories on the 
accounts of the Association shall be the President, the President Elect and the
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Secretary/Treasurer.

B. Should the Association dissolve and cease to function, the assets of the 
Association, after all liabilities have been discharged, shall be distributed as 
follows:
1. Fifty percent (50%) shall be distributed to the Eastern Washington 

University Foundation for donation to the Frank Schadegg Planning 
Scholarship.

2. Fifty percent (50%) shall be distributed to the University of Washington 
Foundation for donation to the Urban Design and Planning Scholarship 
Fund.

3. The student scholarship program of the Washington Chapter, 
American Planning Association is designated the successor recipient if 
either or both of the above scholarship funds do not exist or are not 
accepting contributions at the time of dissolution of the Association.

ARTICLE IX - SCHOLARSHIPS

A. WSACRPD President’s Scholarship
1. Contingent upon the financial health of the association, the Association will offer 

up to two (2) scholarships to be awarded to one or more county attendees that 
need financial assistance to attend the annual Planning Director’s Conference.

2. Scholarships shall be limited to waving all or part of the conference registration 
fee only. All accommodation and travel expenses are the responsibility of 
scholarship recipient.

3. A notice of availability of a scholarship award will be included in the conference 
registration announcement. The WSACRPD Executive Committee will meet to 
determine recipients of scholarship awards based on interest received. The 
WSACRPD Executive Committee may use the following criteria to determine 
scholarship award recipients:
a) County population;
b) History of conference attendance;
c) Financial need; and
d) Past recipient of scholarship award.

ARTICLE X - REVISIONS

Amendments to these Articles may be proposed by the Executive Committee, or by 
petition signed by at least twenty-five percent (25%) of the voting membership. A 
summary of proposed revisions shall be transmitted to members for comment at least 
twenty (20) days prior to the Executive Committee meeting scheduled for taking any 
action on proposed amendments. The Executive Committee may amend these Articles 
by a majority vote of those Executive Committee members present at the meeting, with a 
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quorum requirement as specified in Article V, Section C.

ARTICLE XI - APPROVAL AND EFFECTIVE DATE

These Articles of Association shall be in effect immediately upon adoption by the Executive 
Committee. Adopted by the Executive Committee of the Washington State Association of 
County and Regional Planning Directors this 4th day of April 2025.

ATTEST:

Michelle Mercer, President

Erik Johansen, Secretary/Treasurer
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